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2010 NEC CALENDAR 
 
February 
26-28 NEC Annual Convention  
 
March 
13 NJAS Aquarium Swap Meet & Vendor Expo 
14 NAS Benefit Auction 
21 JSAS Auction 
28 TFSRI Spring Auction 
 
April  
11 NEC General Meeting (conference call) 
18 NJAS Spring Auction 
25 NEC BOG Meeting 
 
May 
23 DAAS Spring Auction 
 
June 
6 NEC General Meeting 
 
August 
15 NEC Auction 
 
September 
12 DAAS Fall Auction 
19 NHAS Auction 
 
26 NEC General Meeting  
   
October    
2-3 NAS Show & Auction 
15-17 NJAS Fall Show & Auction 
 
November 
14 NEC BOG Meeting 
 
December 
5 NEC General Meeting 
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The 2010 American Livebearer Convention will be hosted by the Greater Detroit Aquarium Society on 
April 22-25, 2010. 
For more information, visit www.ala2010.com 
 
The NEC does not coordinate dates for club events, but does publish a monthly calendar for your 
convenience. Prior to selecting a date for your club’s next event, please check the NEC calendar for 
availability, and then notify the Editor of the new date immediately at cpolicastro1@verizon.net. 
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Hello Everybody, 
 
Well I had the opportunity to attend and help out at PVAS’s auction this past Sunday; great auction, prices, and 
variety.  Please remember to support your sister clubs and the NEC…. 
 
 The 35th convention is in two weeks; if you haven’t registered yet, please do so.  We also need the support at 
the Sunday auction.  Janine will have more to say on this later….   
 
We are planning to have at least two programs this year at our general meeting.  I’m still looking for ideas and 
people willing to give a program.  The subject of the program should be related to running an aquarium club or 
event, administration, conservation, ecology, legislation, just to name a few…. 
 
A nominating committee was appointed at the December general meeting and will be chaired by Linda Giza; 
Linda is still looking to fill some board positions.  Elections are in June; it’s their job to canvas for candidates.  
If you are interested in running for a board position, please contact Linda at pvaslinda1@yahoo.com. 
 
The next NEC General meeting will be held on April 11, 2010 at 12:00pm sharp.  In an attempt to  
reduce costs and travel, the meeting will be a conference call.  Details will be sent to the BOG and 
delegates prior to the meeting.  If you wish to attend and are not on the BOG or a delegate, please contact 
me (see information below). 
 
Please remember to send your club contact updates and calendar events to Christine Policastro at 
cpolicastro1@verizon.net.  Linda Giza is always looking for speakers to add to the NEC list, please send the 
information to pvaslinda1@yahoo.com. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with questions or suggestions; it's best to contact me by email at 
president@northeastcouncil.org, or call me at 1-845-896-4793.   
 
Joe Masi 
NEC President 
 
02/14/10 
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NEC Convention February 26-28! 
 
The 35th Convention is coming oh so quickly!  February 26-28, 2010 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cromwell, 
CT.  Check the convention website, www.northeastcouncil.org.convention for all the details including the 
speaker list and description, schedule, Registration options (there are many possible combinations) and Sunday 
Auction information.   
 
We have a new Speaker to announce – Mo Devlin, chairman of the American Cichlid Association has agreed 
to fill in for Lee Newman who had to cancel due to circumstances way beyond his control…  Check out the 
Speaker Page of the convention website for details about Mo. 
 
Ever look at a photo on the Speaker Page of the website and have a funny caption for it pop into your mind?  
Well, bring those thoughts to the convention and join in the Caption Contest in the Vendor Room.  Friday you 
can add your captions to the posters and Saturday you can vote for your favorites! 
 
We have expanded the Sunday Auction to give more options to the Vendors!  Each Vendor can bring up 
to 40 lots of live fish and aquatic plants to the auction, and lots can be entered into the auction even on 
Sunday morning this year!  We request that all auction lots be brought to the auction room and submitted to 
the Fishroom before 9:00am Sunday February 28, 2010.  Lots that are submitted to the Fishroom after 9am will 
not be included in the viewing unless time permits distribution into the 10-table system before viewing opens at 
9:30am.  If you don’t pre-register your lots and need to register your fish and get lot labels printed on Sunday, 
you are encouraged to plan to arrive early so you can submit your lots to the Fishroom before 9am!  See the 
Sunday Auction Rules (attached) for further information and details.   
 
Online Registration is still Open!  You may register on-line until February 22 and you may register at the 
convention as a walk-in as well.  Leslie Dick is handling registration this year and she’ll be glad to answer your 
questions.  ldick@comcast.net.  
 
So much happening at the convention!  We have an Aquatic Gardeners Association meeting with a program 
by Karen Randall and the Northeast Livebearers Association will have a meeting also with a program by Dr. 
Ted Coletti.  A Special Silent Auction of artwork will be held, ending after the banquet Saturday night in the 
Vendor Room.  We have expanded hours for the Vendor Room and a different type of Hospitality Room open 
10:30pm – 1:30am Friday & Saturday nights.  Please visit our website for details on most of the events 
throughout the weekend! 
 
Anyone willing to help for a couple of hours at a time at the convention, please let me know so I can put 
together a list of volunteers!  You can email me at dbanks@together.net or call me at (802) 372-8716 with any 
questions or ideas.  We will see you all soon!!  
 
Janine 
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Project Amazonas Silent Auction ����
  

For a number of years now at the annual convention the Northeast Council of Aquarium 
Societies has hosted a silent auction to benefit organizations that are involved in conservation. 
This year the conservation committee has chosen Project Amazonas, Inc. as our donation 
recipient.  Project Amazonas is a non-political, non-profit company working since 1994 to serve 
the people of the Amazon and conserve the rainforest. �
  

As stated on the Projects website (www.projectamazonas.com) “The preservation of the 
rainforest is directly tied to the welfare of the people who live there. When rural people are 
forced to move to the cities for medicine, education, or tools, the land is left open to loggers, 
ranchers and oil companies. Healthy rural people making a decent living are an essential 
defense against destruction of the rainforest. Project Amazonas has the only regularly operating 
hospital boat in the Peruvian Amazon. Our current boat, the Tucunare, provides basic medical 
care for six to eight thousand people annually who would otherwise have little to no access to 
healthcare.” 100% of all donations go to cover the operational costs of the floating hospital 
which include fuel, food, crew salary, and medical supplies.�

Devon Graham is President and Scientific Director of Project Amazonas and sent this e-
mail to us, “We are honored that the North East Council of Aquarium Societies has chosen to 
benefit Project Amazonas through your silent auction in 2010. We will certainly do our best to 
ensure that any funds are stretched as far as they can possibly go!” 
   
 Of course we need to generate those funds, so we are once again calling out to our NEC 
members to provide the donations for our silent auction. Anyone who wishes to donate can 
contact James White at whitejmsj@aol.com or Bill Maier at wmmaier23@comcast.net. The 
auction will be set up on Friday afternoon and will end on Sunday afternoon. If you wish to 
donate, please let us know in advance so that we have enough tanks ready for any fish you 
bring. Other items such as books and working aquarium equipment are also welcome. For more 
information on Project Amazonas just go to their web-site www.projectamazonas.com. Project 
Amazonas is a 501 c3 and all donations are tax deductible.�

 �
 Thank you and we hope to see you at the Annual Convention. 
 
Jim White 
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1) Please be sure to check your club’s contact list each month, and update all of the 
information. I usually get one or two messages retu rned indicating that the e-mail address is 
not a valid one. 
 
2) When creating a flyer for your club’s event, ple ase make sure that your full club name is 
listed (not just the letters), the state your event  is in, and a contact person with a phone 
number or e-mail address.  I had someone question m e about the PVAS flyer thinking it was 
for the Potomac Valley Aquarium Society’s flyer. Re member, we are forwarding our newsletter 
to our club’s members who are not familiar with the  other NEC clubs. 
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All video and slide presentations are available to any NEC club to use as their monthly meeting program.  Any other use 
should be discussed with the NEC slide and video chairman prior to the request.  Please make requests as far in advance 
as possible to allow for scheduling and regular mail delivery.  The NEC club requesting the program is responsible for 
actual shipping charges in both directions.  Failure to return the program will result in a $50 replacement charge.  Please 
return programs within 14 days after the scheduled meeting.   
 
New DVDs from the 34th annual convention are now available as part of the slide and video library.  Special thanks to 
Erik Olson from Seattle for coming to the convention this year and spending the time recording and producing these for 
us. 
 
 Requests should be made to: 
 David Banks 
 315 US RT 2 
 Grand Isle, VT 05458 
 dbanks@together.net or 802-372-8716 
 
To view the list of available programs online visit: 
http://northeastcouncil.org/video/listings.php?order_by=title&sortorder=ASC 
 

���������������� ���!������
��' ���!������
��' ���!������
��' ���!������
��' ���� ����
One of the purposes of the Northeast Council is to assist member clubs in remaining a viable and successful aquarium 
society.  I know from previous experience, that one of the hardest jobs in any club is that of the Program Chairperson - 
who has the responsibility of providing a succession of experienced and entertaining speakers, on a variety of topics, with 
little or no budget.  
 
A revised program list and information on using an ACA speaker is available.  This is a “work-in-progress”, so please 
contact Linda with any corrections or additions you have at lindagiza@comcast.net or call her at (413) 301-2803. 
 

 
 
February 18, 2010     February 19, 2010 
North Jersey Aquarium Society    Long Island Aquarium Society 
Dean Majorino      Joe Ferdenzi 
“Live Food Collecting”     “My Fish Room & Adventures in Fishkeeping”  
Visit www.njas.net for more details    Visit www.liasonline.org for more details 
 
March 8, 2010      March 12, 2010 
Jersey Shore Aquarium Society    Brooklyn Aquarium Society 
Tony Orso      Bob Scherer (from Scherer Water Gardens)   
“Cichlids”      “Pondering Ponds” 
Visit www.jerseyshoreas.org for more details  Visit www.brooklynaquariumsociety.org for details  
 
March 19, 2010        
Long Island Aquarium Society 
Mike Kovarik 

 “Setting Up a Basic Marine Tank” 
 Visit www.liasonline.org for more details 
 
If you would like your club’s meeting advertised, please send me the information by the tenth of each month. 
 



 

7 

         
����
 
 
*Aquarium Swap Meet & Vendor Expo*           *Tripl e Crown Fish Auction” 
      North Jersey Aquarium Society     Tropical Fish Society of Rhode Island 
      March 13, 2010       March 28, 2010 
      Lyndhurst Elks Club, Lyndhurst, NJ    St. Joseph’s Parish Center, Cumberland, RI 
       8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.       Doors open @ 10:30 a.m. 
      Visit www.njas.net for more details     Auction starts @ 12:00 p.m. 
       Visit www.tfsri.net for more details 
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NEC MEMBER CLUBS :     
Boston Aquarium Society   BAS 
Brooklyn Aquarium Society   BASNY 
Danbury Area Aquarium Society DAAS 
Greater City Aquarium Society  GCAS 
Greater Hartford Aquarium Society GHAS 
Jersey Shore Aquarium Society  JSAS 
Long Island Aquarium Society  LIAS 
Nassau County Aquarium Society NCAS 
Norwalk Aquarium Society   NAS 
New England Cichlid Association NECA 
New Hampshire Aquarium Society NHAS 
Northeast Livebearers Association NELA 
North Jersey Aquarium Society  NJAS 
Otter Valley Aquarium Society  OVAS 
Pioneer Valley Aquarium Society PVAS 
Pioneer Valley Water Garden & Koi PVWG&K 
Tropical Fish Club of Burlington TFCB 
Tropical Fish Society of Rhode Island TFSRI 
 
 

NEC Board of Governors 2008-2010 
 
President: Joe Masi (DAAS) 
president@northeastcouncil.org  
 
Vice President: Dave Giza (PVAS) 
davegiza@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: Frank Policastro (NJAS) 
aquapops@verizon.net   
 
Recording Secretary: Fran Masi (DAAS) 
Franc21alliance@optonline.net 
 
Corresponding Secretary: Christine Policastro (NJAS)  
Cpolicastro1@verizon.net   
 
Past President: Christine Policastro (NJAS) 
 
 

Members At Large 2008-2010 
 

Linda Giza (PVAS) 
Dan McKercher (ALAS) 
Chuck Pixley (NECA) 
Rick Rego (TFSRI) 
Nancy Villars (JSAS) 
Jim White (PVAS) 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing Committees: 
 
Corporate Agent  Dan McKercher 
Constitution & By-Laws  Joe Dinho 
Programs (Slides & Videos)  Dave Banks 
Judging & Standards  Anne Broadmeyer 
Legislation  Rick Rego 
Raffles (Fund Raising)  Dave Banks 
Workshop  Janine Banks 
 
 
Non-Standing Committees: 
 
Articles Competition  Mike Liu 
Betty Mueller   Penny Faul 
Breeder Participation Program Rich Pierce 
Conservation   Jim White/Bill Maier 
Historian   Penny Faul 
Newsletter   Christine Policastro 
Sunshine   Fran Masi 
Webmaster   Mark Broadmeyer 
Photo Contest   Jim White 
Exhibitor Competition  Christine Policastro 
Innes Cup Award  Frank Policastro 
Club Speakers   Linda Giza 
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