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2010 NEC CALENDAR 
 
March 
21 JSAS Auction 
28 TFSRI Spring Auction 
 
April  
11 NEC Board Meeting (new date) will be a conference call 
18 NJAS Spring Auction 
25 NEC General Meeting (new date) will be a conference call 
 
May 
2 GHAS Auction 
23 DAAS Spring Auction 
 
June 
6 NEC General Meeting 
26-27 PVWG&K Show 
 
August     The NEC does not coordinate dates for club events,  
15 NEC Auction   but does publish a monthly calendar for your   
     convenience. Prior to selecting a date for your clu b’s  
September    next event, please check the NEC calendar for   
12 DAAS Fall Auction  availability, and then notify the Editor of the new   
19 NHAS Auction   date immediately at  cpolicastro1@verizon.net .   
26 NEC General Meeting   
   
October    
2-3 NAS Show & Auction 
15-17 NJAS Fall Show & Auction 
 
November 
14 NEC BOG Meeting 
 
December 
5 NEC General Meeting 
 
The 2010 American Livebearer Convention will be hosted by the Greater Detroit Aquarium Society on April 22-25, 2010. For 
more information, visit www.ala2010.com. 

 
 

 



 

2 

 

���������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
�  
 
Hello Everybody, 
 
Well the 35th Annual Convention is over and a great convention it was; we’ve received a multitude of compliments from 
attendees.  On behalf of the board, I would like to extend my thanks to the convention committee, the volunteers, and 
attendees.  Even though we had a number of obstacles to overcome; a new location, the economy, and the weather, we 
came through it with flying colors. 
 
One of the things that I like about the convention is the opportunity to meet and talk with people.  I had the opportunity to 
speak with Mo Devlin who is the chairman of the ACA.  What was interesting is that both the NEC and ACA aren’t that 
much different in the challenges that we face.  I look forward to working with Mo and the heads of the other 
national/international aquarium organization to further our hobby; another one of my goals…. 
 
The next NEC event will be our summer auction at the Crown Plaza on August 15.  We will need the support of all 
member societies to make this a successful event.  Details of this event will be published in the newsletter as soon as they 
are available…. 
 
Please remember to regularly check the NEC newsletter calendar, Christine does a great job keeping the calendar current.  
March is a busy month with NJAS, NAS, JSAS, and TFSRI hosting events.  Please remember to support your sister clubs 
and the NEC.  If your club is contemplating putting on an event and you are looking for advice or help, please contact me.  
I’m sure that we will be able to help or point you in the right direction…. 
 
A nominating committee was appointed at the December 2009 general meeting and is chaired by Linda Giza.  The 
committee has worked hard canvassing for candidates to run for office over the last couple of months.  Linda has 
presented a slate of officers and members-at-large, which will be published in this newsletter.  Elections will be held at the 
June meeting; nominations can also be made from the floor at the meeting.  On behalf of the board, I would like to extend 
my thanks to the nominating committee for a job well done…. 
 
One of the goals I’ve set for myself was to reach out to previous member clubs and any non-member aquarium clubs in 
the northeast.  I would like to extend an invitation to come to one of our general meetings to see first hand the NEC in 
operation.  OVAS joined the NEC in 2009 and while I was at the convention, Doug Kneissl from the Connecticut Betta 
Club (a chapter of the IBC) submitted an application for membership.  I have submitted the application to the board for 
review and approval.  So far, the response has been overwhelmingly positive; I’m looking forward to shortly welcome 
them as the newest members of the NEC.   They’re a great group of hobbyists and boy wait until you get a look at the 
bettas these folks produce.  There are several other specialty clubs that I have been communicating with that have 
expressed an interested in joining the NEC. 
 
We are planning to have at least two programs this year at our general meetings.  I have been contacted by two members 
so far that are interested in giving a presentation.  I would also like to have one or more “theme” meetings were we would 
invite let say the club BAP chairs and tie in a presentation on the NEC BPP program.  I’m still looking for ideas and 
people willing to give a program.  The subject of the program should be related to running an aquarium club or event, 
administration, conservation, ecology, legislation, just to name a few…. 
 

Please pay special attention; the meeting information has changed!!! 
 
The next NEC Board meeting will be held on April 11, 2010 at 12:00pm sharp.  In an attempt to  
reduce costs and travel, the meeting will be a conference call.  Details will be sent to the BOGs prior to the meeting.  
If you wish to attend and are not on the board, please contact me (see information below). 
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The next NEC General meeting will be held on April 25, 2010 at 12:00pm sharp.  In an attempt to  
reduce costs and travel, the meeting will be a conference call.  Details will be sent to the BOGs and delegates prior 
to the meeting.  If you wish to attend and are not on the board or a delegate, please contact me (see information 
below). 
 
Please remember to send your club contact updates and calendar events to Christine Policastro at 
cpolicastro1@verizon.net.  Linda Giza is always looking for speakers to add to the NEC list, please send the information 
to pvaslinda1@yahoo.com. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with questions or suggestions; it's best to contact me by email at 
president@northeastcouncil.org, or call me at 1-845-896-4793.   
 
Joe Masi 
NEC President 
 
03/12/10 
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One of the purposes of the Northeast Council is to assist member clubs in remaining a viable and successful aquarium 
society.  I know from previous experience, that one of the hardest jobs in any club is that of the Program Chairperson - 
who has the responsibility of providing a succession of experienced and entertaining speakers, on a variety of topics, with 
little or no budget.  
 
A revised program list and information on using an ACA speaker is available.  This is a “work-in-progress”, so please 
contact Linda with any corrections or additions you have at lindagiza@comcast.net or call her at (413) 301-2803.
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If you missed it, then shame on you!  It proved to be a great event, despite the snow drifts some people forged to get to the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel.  We had a few cancellations, and there were tales of some long travel times, but many were surprised 
at the lack of snow on the roads and the easy trip they had once they embarked. 
 
All speakers made it and there were no delays during the convention due to weather or any other issues.  As a matter of 
fact, the hotel was great!  Most found the food to be delicious (yes, that is how they described it) and the staff to be 
friendly and very attentive.  Although there were a few cases of technicalities (what I call “new hotel syndrome”), the 
convention went smoothly and was a whole lotta fun! 
 
Pictures from the convention can be uploaded to the convention website by going to the home page and following the 
instructions.  The winning captions from the Caption Contest are on the Speaker page and I’m sure they will amuse you.  
Some really good laughs were had over them in the Vendor Room! 
 
If you attended the convention, you should have received a link to the 35th Convention Survey.  All responses and 
comments are taken seriously and used in the planning for next year.  Thank you to those who took time to voice their 
ideas and opinions! 
 
We are in the process of booking a hotel for next year and we are planning to have the event the last weekend in March, 
2011.  Please watch the NEC website and the NEC Convention website for confirmation of the date and location and for 
all other details!  The hotel was great this year, the momentum was there, the speakers used new technology in their 
programs (which were fantastic) and the crowds came.  You don’t want to miss next year! 
 
Best Fishes to you All, 
Janine  
 
 

NEC William T. Innes Competition Awards: 
George Goulart (TFSRI) – 1st place 
Joseph Jaskot (NJAS) – 2nd place 
Rit Forcier NELA) – 3rd place 
 

NEC Exhibitor Competition Awards:  
George Goulart (TFSRI) – 1st place 
Leslie Dick (DAAS) – 2nd place 
Richard Martucci (NJAS) – 3rd place 
Christopher Comstock – Junior Award 
 
NEC Breeder Participation Program Awards:  
Bill Cole (DAAS) – 1st place  
Leslie Dick (DAAS) – 2nd place 
Dave & Janine Banks – 3rd place 
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NEC Photo Competition Awards: 
 
Class 1 - Individual Fish/Fish Identification - Advanced Prints Class 
1st Place - Morrell Devlin - Cyphotilapia gibberosa "Moba" 
2nd Place - Richard Pierce - Asian Rummy nose 
3rd Place - Karen Randell - Microgeophagus ramerizi 
 
Class 2 - Individual Fish/Fish Identification - Open Prints Class 
1st Place - Leslie Dick - Hypancistrus zebra (L046) 
2nd Place - Tracy Marcus - Red Devil cichlid 
3rd Place - Leslie Dick - Peckoltia sabaji (L075) 
  
Class 3 - Underwater Life (Group or Tank Photos) - Advanced Prints Class 
1st Place - Morrell Devlin - Mylossoma duriventre "Pacu" 
2nd Place - Richard Pierce - Neoheterandria elegans 
3rd Place - Richard Pierce - Procatupus nototaenia 
  
Class 4 - Underwater Life (Group or Tank Photos) - Open Prints Class 
1st Place - Paul Marcus - Red Tailed Shark 
2nd Place - Tracy Marcus - Blue Ram & cardinals 
3rd Place - Tracy Marcus - Octopus 
  
Class 5 - NEC Activities People Pictures 
1st Place - Karen Randall - "Legends" 
2nd Place - Karen Randall - "Shooter" 
3rd Place - Al Faul - "Frank & Christine" 
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All video and slide presentations are available to any NEC club to use as their monthly meeting program.  Any other use 
should be discussed with the NEC slide and video chairman prior to the request.  Please make requests as far in advance 
as possible to allow for scheduling and regular mail delivery.  The NEC club requesting the program is responsible for 
actual shipping charges in both directions.  Failure to return the program will result in a $50 replacement charge.  Please 
return programs within 14 days after the scheduled meeting.   
 
New DVDs from the 34th annual convention are now available as part of the slide and video library.  Special thanks to 
Erik Olson from Seattle for coming to the convention this year and spending the time recording and producing these for 
us. 
 Requests should be made to: 
 David Banks 
 315 US RT 2 
 Grand Isle, VT 05458 
 dbanks@together.net or 802-372-8716 
 
To view the list of available programs online visit: 
http://northeastcouncil.org/video/listings.php?order_by=title&sortorder=ASC 
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March 18, 2010      March 18, 2010 
Norwalk Aquarium Society    North Jersey Aquarium Society 
Amin Rubirosa      Randy Carey 
“Diseases & Meds in the Fish room    “Breeding Egg Scatterers” 
Visit www.norwalkas.org for more details   Visit www.njas.net for more information 
 
March 19, 2010      April 6, 2010      

 Long Island Aquarium Society    Pioneer Valley Aquarium Society 
Mike Kovarik      Adam Harris (from Harris in Wonderland) 

 “Setting Up a Basic Marine Tank”    “Hands-on Reptile Presentation) 
 Visit www.liasonline.org for more details   Visit www.pvas.net for more details 
 
 April 7, 2010      April 15, 2010 
 Greater City Aquarium Society    Norwalk Aquarium Society 
 Tim Nurse      Mark Denaro 
 “Diving Lake Tanganyika”    “A Week on the Peruvian Amazon” 
 Visit www.greatercity.com for more details   Visit www.norwalkas.org for more details 
 
 April 16, 2010 
 Long Island Aquarium Society 
 Discus Hans Koops 
 “How we started in Holland to the present” 
 Visit www.liasonline.org for more details 
 
If you would like your club’s meeting advertised, please send me the information by the tenth of each month for 
the following month’s meeting. 
 
         





        *Fish & Dry Goods Auction*                       *Triple Crown Fish Auction* 
      Jersey Shore Aquarium Society     Tropical Fish Society of Rhode Island 
      March 21, 2010       March 28, 2010 
      Knights of Columbus, Freehold, NJ     St. Joseph’s Parish Center, Cumberland, RI 
      Auction Lot Registration 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.    Doors open @ 10:30 a.m. 
      Viewing of auction items 10:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.   Auction starts @ noon 
      Auction starts at noon       Visit www.tfsri.net for more details 
      Visit www.njas.net for more details     
 
      *Tropical Fish, Plants, Dry Goods Auction*    *Tropical Fish & Equipment Auction* 
      North Jersey Aquarium Society     Greater Hartford Aquarium Society 
      April 18, 2010       May 2, 2010 
      Lyndhurst Elks Club, Lyndhurst, NJ     American Legion, Kensington, CT 
      Lot Registration @ 9:00 a.m.      Set up & Viewing 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
      Viewing of auction items 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   Auction begins @ noon  
      Auction starts @ noon       Visit www.ghasct.org for more details 
      Visit www.njas.net for more details 
 
             *24th Annual Auction*      *Water Garden & Ornamental Fi sh Show* 
      Danbury Area Aquarium Society      Pioneer Valley Water Garden & Koi Club  
      May 23, 2010  @ 11:30 a.m.      June 26-27, 2010 
      Carmel Firehouse, Carmel, NY     Mallary Arena Exhibition Grounds 
      Visit www.northeastcouncil.org/daas for more details   West Springfield, MA 
       
  



NEC MEMBER CLUBS :     
Boston Aquarium Society   BAS 
Brooklyn Aquarium Society   BASNY 
Danbury Area Aquarium Society DAAS 
Greater City Aquarium Society  GCAS 
Greater Hartford Aquarium Society GHAS 
Jersey Shore Aquarium Society  JSAS 
Long Island Aquarium Society  LIAS 
Nassau County Aquarium Society NCAS 
Norwalk Aquarium Society   NAS 
New England Cichlid Association NECA 
New Hampshire Aquarium Society NHAS 
Northeast Livebearers Association NELA 
North Jersey Aquarium Society  NJAS 
Otter Valley Aquarium Society  OVAS 
Pioneer Valley Aquarium Society PVAS 
Pioneer Valley Water Garden & Koi PVWG&K 
Tropical Fish Club of Burlington TFCB 
Tropical Fish Society of Rhode Island TFSRI 
 
 

NEC Board of Governors 2008-2010 
 
President: Joe Masi (DAAS) 
president@northeastcouncil.org  
 
Vice President: Dave Giza (PVAS) 
davegiza@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: Frank Policastro (NJAS) 
aquapops@verizon.net   
 
Recording Secretary: Fran Masi (DAAS) 
Franc21alliance@optonline.net 
 
Corresponding Secretary: Christine Policastro (NJAS)  
Cpolicastro1@verizon.net   
 
Past President: Christine Policastro (NJAS) 
 
 

Members At Large 2008-2010 
 

Linda Giza (PVAS) 
Dan McKercher (GHAS) 
Chuck Pixley (NECA) 
Rick Rego (TFSRI) 
Nancy Villars (JSAS) 
Jim White (PVAS) 
 
 
 
Standing Committees: 
 
Corporate Agent  Dan McKercher 

Constitution & By-Laws  Joe Dinho 
Programs (Slides & Videos)  Dave Banks 
Judging & Standards  Anne Broadmeyer 
Legislation  Rick Rego 
Raffles (Fund Raising)  Dave Banks 
Workshop  Janine Banks 
 
 
Non-Standing Committees: 
 
Articles Competition  Mike Liu 
Betty Mueller   Penny Faul 
Breeder Participation Program Rich Pierce 
Conservation   Jim White/Bill Maier 
Historian   Penny Faul 
Newsletter   Christine Policastro 
Sunshine   Fran Masi 
Webmaster   Mark Broadmeyer 
Photo Contest   Jim White 
Exhibitor Competition  Christine Policastro 
Innes Cup Award  Frank Policastro 
Club Speakers   Linda Giza 
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